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Summary. The paper tries to present reflections on thetitierspecificity and condition of pre-
sent-day political science as a scholarly discelifihe starting point of the author’s discussian ar
the challenges that political science faces, eafljgcihe processes of globalization, European
integration, and the emergence and functioningatfi lylobal and European educational and re-
search space. The author advances a thesis that etkearch plays a significant and increasingly
great role in contemporary political science. Hecdsses ethnicity in two basic aspects: as the
subject and object of politics. He demonstrates tioth are highly attractive cognitively and their
importance is steadily growing. Ethnic studiesbleéieves, fall into all the basic divisions of po-
litical science, and excellently broaden its pagadi as well as research strategies and methods.
This is exemplified by such categories in ethnigeggch as the problems of diasporas, national
minorities, and Polish communities abroad (the Rialo
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Contemporary political science, facing new chaleEs)gneeds, as never be-
fore, a broader reflection and detailed discussiornts identity and specificity,
its conditions and prospects for development. Suastions and proposed an-
swers to them are discussed in the present volyndam Hudzik. His approach
appears at the time which is highly favorable tar*odiscipline. There are
probably very few others like this discipline tltairrespond to the needs of the
‘new times’ — the times of globalization. The exptory and predicative func-
tion of political science is clearly growing in gificance, its usefulness is evi-
dent in political practice, more and more compkcaand covering new spheres
of social reality. This reflection is also needadPiolish political science with its
specific history and conditions, and complicatddtrenships with other related
disciplines.
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It should be stressed that political science, whieeain is to reflect on
many levels on everything that is associated wilitips and political activity,
with winning and exercising power, is a compardyiveew discipline with all
the resultant advantages and disadvantadeslitical science research con-
sciously using this name started to be conductethennineteenth century in
France, the United States, Germany, and Greati®ritaPoland, this discipline,
called at different times political science, scerar sciences of politics, and
politology, can be traced back to the turn of réeeth and twentieth centuries.
Systematic studies in this field began in the intgrperiod, whereas it was in-
troduced into academic teaching on a large scaleagsof the so-called ideo-
logical disciplines, labeled as ‘fundamentals ofitmal science’, in the latter
half of the twentieth centufy

In Poland the rapid development of this disciplare other social sciences
manifested itself on the one hand in the expansidhe discipline itself and on
the other in its institutional framework. In thisst dimension, in accordance with
UNESCO proposalsthe following branches emerged within it: 1) theof state
and politics, 2) the political system of society éimle mechanisms of its functioning,
3) ideology, political thought and political doctess, 4) international relations.
One more branch developed somewhat later, i.ealsoommunication. In the
process, in accordance with the world tendenciegh@ socialist countries this
took place only in Poland and Yugoslavia), the igiste so interpreted consisted
of two complementary and fundamental levels: theotétical part with the
framework of concepts, categories and assumptam,the empirical part con-
taining the results of application of these categaio investigate reality.

This point of view on and perception of Polish podl science also prevails
today. Thus, it is assumed that the discipline da&lenup of the aforementioned
main branches in two interpretations: theory oftjwal understood as the system
of special propositions creating the image of plt reality and empirical
knowledge or concrete results of the study of $oeility presented by means
of these categories in the form of actual analydescriptions, explanations and
forecasts

The development of political science also took @lacthe other, i.e. institu-
tional dimension. Of great significance was intika the foundation of the Pol-
ish Political Science Society (1957), the estabtisht of the Polish Academy of

! For more: A. Chodubskilsep do bada politologicznych(Introduction to political science
research), Gdssk 2005, p. 31 et sqq. See also the text by &eWiski in this issue.

2 |bidem p. 41 et sqqg. More: J. PuchalsRipczitek nauk politycznych w Pols¢€he begin-
nings of political sciences in Poland), ,Nauka Rafs1980, no. 6.

3 The UNESCO proposals of 1948 recommended the ioclusf the following problems in
political science: political theories (together lwhistory of doctrines), political institutions, rpa
ties, groups and public opinion, and internatiae#dtions. SeelNauka o polityc€The science of
politics), (ed.) A. Bodnar, Warsaw 1984, p. 40.

4 Ibidem p. 46.
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Sciences Committee on Political Sciences (1973),tha setting up and devel-
opment of political science centers not only avarsities.

At present, political science is a discipline with established position, de-
veloping methodology, and with its own heterogemsemsearch paradigm. Its
problem and strength at the same time is its irgeiglinary character, utiliza-
tion of the achievements of other sciences, eslesiacial sciences, and expan-
siveness in this area. This specificity, resulfirggn a wide response to all man-
ner of challenges, is conducive to controversiesr avhat political science is
and should be, what its field of research is likbat is or should be its object of
research and domain at the same time. This isartithe extent that disputes
in this area affect political science and alsoréistions with other disciplines,
how it is perceived by related sciences, and fndibw it influences the frame
of mind of those who pursue it. Great significarcealso attached to the Polish
system of professional career and academic promatind to vital discussions
on the organization and functioning of science.

SPECIFICITY OF ETHNIC RESEARCH

In discussions on the identity of political scienespecially on its field of re-
search, a significant role is played by the isstietbnic themes. These prob-
lems, because of their multi-level character arsgaech attractiveness, are also
inside the range of natural interests of otheridisees apart from political
science — first of all sociology, history, psychglpand ethnology

We should, therefore, consider the problem to welx&gnt ethnic research be-
longs to the territory of political science becawge do not have to convince
anyone that, like political science, it is of anemdlisciplinary character. The
starting point of the present discussion is thaiththat if we agree on that po-
litical science investigates inter alia the deteanis and essence of political
phenomena and processes taking place in diffepdreraes of social life, and that
the ‘field of politics’ comprises inter alia the lgcal organization of society,
social structures, ideological values, social camsmness and relations between
these categories, then ethnic research is a signifpart of ‘our’ discipline.

Ethnicity is interpreted by political science inrieais contexts, of which two
are fundamental: as the entity (subject) and oljégblitics’. Both approaches
are extremely attractive, with their growing im@orte in the area of research of
this discipline. Thus, ethnicity is treated as sdject in the context of the eth-

5 For more, see: G. Batsiki, W poszukiwaniu modelu wyjgania przemian etnicznych w Eu-
ropie Srodkowo-WschodniefO przydatnéci i nieprzydatnéci ogélnych teorii(In search of the
model of explaining ethnic transformations in Cerffastern Europe. On the usefulness and
uselessness of general theories) ,Prk§lolonijny” 1995, fasc. 4, p. 69 et sqq.

5 See: E. GellnelNarody i nacjonalizntransl. fromNations and NationalisinWarsaw 1991.
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nic group as such and in respect of formalizedctires that represent it. Add
also various contexts not only in the subjectivdssantive treatment but also in
the chronological and geographical presentatiohth&se references have their
import in the context of the integration processeEurope and the conception
of creating the European Communities as subjecitstefational relations. It is
often thought that because of Europe’s multi-etyyicsuch concepts as ‘na-
tional’, ‘national minority’, or ‘ethnic minoritywill have to be thoroughly rede-
fined. We cannot after all rule out that in an greged Europe there will be no
the so-called state or majority nation any longdirnations will remain in mi-
nority. This may result in the development and sdtiyization of ethnic groups
that do not yet have the status of nation at pitése

In the approach, in which ethnic groups are treatedubjects of politics, the
political scientists’ field of research naturallgshto comprise such problems as,
for example, the organizational structures of etlgnoups, including institutions
and associations covering particular spheres of guotivity such as the educa-
tional system, culture, religion, or electoral aoittees set up by all ethnic mi-
norities in a given country or electoral committeésndividual groups. It is a
norm that in order to attain their national objeesi, ethnic groups have to for-
malize their activities, and should have nationyiggional, and local represen-
tations. As shown by the example of Poland, whbeget are currently over a
dozen national and ethnic minorities, each of ttma® its formalized structures
and the minorities try to join forces during thealon campaigns for the Par-
liament and local governments.

An important sphere of interest of political scierare ethnic groups treated
as the subjects of politics, especially in the egnhbf function of the state. In
this approach, it is particular policies that afédumdamental importance; first of
all, ethnic/nationality/and state politics. Thisaa extremely vast territory, in-
triguing and arousing many controversies. Politeeibntists have already de-
veloped the functional canon of presenting it, Whtomprises the determinants,
conceptions, subjects, forms and stages of rei@izaand consequences of this
politics, both in the internal (domestic) and im&onal contexts. The ethnic
issues are also dealt with by other particulargiedi such as the state’s educa-
tional, cultural, denominational or information jdts. Their standing is di-
rectly proportional to the ethnic composition oé thtate and the scale of con-
flicts in this territory. Recently, there have beetensive studies concerning the
state policy on national minorities and the ledatus of national minorities as
such and of individual ethnic groups.

" See inter alia: M. Castell$he Power of IdentityOxford 1999; Z. Bokszsski, Tazsamdci
zbiorowe(Collective identities), Warsaw 2005; Z. Baum@&tgbalizacja(Globalization), Warsaw
2000;Dylematy tesamdci europejskiej pod koniec drugiego tydecia (The dilemmas of Euro-
pean identity at the end of the second millenniyeds) J. Mucha, W. Olszewski, Tar997.
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There seems to be no doubt that broadly conceitredceresearch perfectly
fits in all basic branches of political science ughin the first one, political the-
ory, the basic categories include nation, societlynic groups, national minori-
ties, and ethnic minorities. In the second brarahpart of research into the
functioning of society, considerable significansattached to such problems as
the functioning of the political organization afcsety, demographic processes,
implementation of politics, forms of social activigroup bonds, the range and
forms of national work of individual national antheic minorities. Ethnic is-
sues are also included in the third branch of jgalitscience, i.e. in the sphere of
political thought, and political ideologies and ttowes. The canon of research
covers here e.g. the approach of individual trengmlitical life to the national-
ity/ethnic questions, the presence of these thempslitical thought and policy
programs. Especially advanced are the studieseiréatment of the foregoing
guestions by such trends as nationalist, soci&ististian-Democratic, commu-
nist, and peasant ones and by individual politifcadtrines.

In the two remaining branches of political scietive ethnic issues are like-
wise significantly present. In the sphere of ing&ional relations ethnicity has
always played a vital role, with great emphasisiggilaced on problems related
to emigration, ethnic conflicts, systems of humigts, including the rights of
national and ethnic minorities, and relations befwthe country of descent and
the country of settlement, where emigrants from forener have settled. The
sphere of dynamically developing social communarattomprises inter alia the
issues of the media of national and ethnic miresjttheir status and availability,
the forms of supporting separate national ideistibg these, and the problem of
funding them.

Based on the achievements and methodology of meaiplines, including
political science, ethnic research has developeatacheristic paradigms of
scholarly inquiry, conceived of as multidimensiosgktems of theoretical as-
sumptions, of resulting methodological implicatiarsl research procedures, or,
in short, as specific research strateyjies

The first is the evolutionist paradigm based on dssumption that nations
and ethnic communities are a product of the natistbry of societies, which,
while developing and changing, evolved from fantiipal communities into
mature nations. In the next, cultural-anthropolabigaradigm, the assumption
prevails that ethnic communities are natural, dgticultural communities un-
dergoing transformations that can be investigatetlexplained. In comparison
with the previous one, this interpretation abandesbelief in the fundamental
resemblance of transformations of all communitie$avor of emphasizing the
specific character and historical determinantauchgransformations.

8 For more, see: G. Baiski, Metodologia a rzeczywisié spoleczna. Dylematy batlatnicznych
(Methodology and social reality. Dilemmas of ethrésearch), Krakow 2004, p. 11 et sqqg.
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To the political scientist, one more paradigm abalés of crucial importance:
the ethnic-political one, which bases on the astiomphat a nation is not only a
cultural but also political community, i.e. oneisirg to have its own political sub-
jectivity. This research approach places emphasisoxmuch on cultural factors as
on the analysis of consciousness, ideologies,tutistis, leadership, and goals.
There is a clear distinction here between a naisos political community, culturally
diversified inside, and the essentially culturddmogeneous ethnic groups devoid
of political traits. Within this paradigm a disttian is made between the approach
assuming the primacy of the state and its ingtitistin the rise and transformations
of ethnicity (prevailing in German science), anel #pproach (dominant in the Cen-
tral-Eastern European tradition), which recognthessecondary role of the state in
favor of predomination of ethos and laws of itselegment.

The fourth — socio-ecological — paradigm, stemnfiiogn the research postu-
lates of the so-called ecological school or Chicagoool, is based on the as-
sumption that a nation and other ethnic communétesabove all specific types
of social communities. In this interpretation, tti&racter, shape, contents, sense
of separate identity, and the ideology of ethniomownity are determined by
such social factors as possession of one’s owitamrrand the degree of its
ethnic exclusiveness as well as economic differ@ngeoup interests and their
implementation, threats, attitudes and the charadteontacts with other social
groups. In this paradigm emphasis is laid on tlegrcharacter of ethnicity and
the importance of, for example, ecological featisesccentuated.

Another paradigm, psychological-behavioral, withedsified assumptions, is
reducible to the conviction that ethnic communiteee collections of people
with definite attitudes, beliefs and behaviors. Bagis is put here on getting to
know these attitudes and behaviors, less impostheing attached to studying
their social determinants. This approach is usestudy attitudes, ethnic stereo-
types, xenophobia and hostility in ethnic relasion

In the fifth paradigm, an identity-related one, daaviction prevails that eth-
nicity can be reduced to consciousness and idefdiitig is a strategy accepting
the lack of more distinct social and structurakdetinants of ethnic identitigs

The research strategies distinguished in the fanggearagraphs form a cer-
tain chronological sequence and are correlated tvétprevailing research para-
digms in social sciences. The contemporary appesath ethnic research are
most often of an eclectic character, complemerttagne another. According to
G. Babiski, the methodology of contemporary ethnic rede@anerely a cer-
tain hologram shade (i.e. seen from a certain qwglhe methodology of social
researcH. In his view, they are most often based on thealed paradigm of

% lbidem See also: E. BabbiBadania spoteczne w prakty¢eansl. fromResearch Methods
for Social Worl, Warsaw 2003.

10 G. Babhski, op. cit.,p. 13. See alsilem Metodologiczne problemy bad@drebnasci kul-
turowych zbiorowisk etnicznych w spoteisterach pluralistycznyctMethodological problems of
research into cultural identities of ethnic comntiesi in pluralist societies) [infultura skupisk
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postmodernity, whose characteristic trait is thegaition that to apply different

points of view and theoretical orientations is @glént and admissible. He con-
tends, like many others, that ethnic studies adlaation of diversified and het-

erogeneous socio-political facts, phenomena ancegees, do not usually allow
us to build and use a separate, stable and atathe §me uniform research
paradigm.

Such an approach is appropriate for political smemvhich uses several spe-
cific research methods of its own in the reflectam ethnic problems. Two of
them are of fundamental significance here: thesil@timethod and the systemic
method regarded as those that most fully charaetéhnie specificity and separate
character of the discipline. The first of the tvgomade up of the following ele-
ments: a decision-making center treated as thesubf political action; a deci-
sion-making process, political decision and palltimplementation. This approach
allows us to comprehensively present social andigall phenomena, to treat
political reality as dynamic, and to flexibly loeathe decision-making center.
Also the systemic method is treated as especiatipitively valuable: it is char-
acterized by the overall presentation of the obpécdcholarly investigation and
an in-depth analysis of relations between indivictlaments as part of a larger
whole. This whole is the political system (with garts represented e.g. by eth-
nic groups) and the essence of the method is ®eptegolitical phenomena as
the arrangement, internally structured into a whofeelements with a definite
structure. In this approach, reality is not intetpd as loose sets of isolated ele-
ments but as an internally integrated whole gowineregularities. It is impor-
tant here to distinguish the set of elements oftipal systems, in the institu-
tional interpretation this being states, politipalrties, social organizations, in-
cluding minority ones, while in the sociologicaktérpretation — social groups,
also formalized ones.

It follows from the foregoing remarks that ethnésearch cannot therefore be
treated as the domain of one discipline, even sadly defined as political sci-
ence. This type of research is not only multidiscary but above all also inter-
disciplinary in the broadest sense of the word. EVimvestigating the ethnic
guestions in the context of broadly conceived jalitphenomena and processes
taking place in different spheres of social lifejifical science widely uses the
achievements of many other scholarly disciplindss Bpplies above all to his-
tory and sociology, the most ‘political’ of relatd@ciplines and also methodologi-

polonijnych(The Culture of Polish communities abroad), (e@.Czarnik, K. Gronowski, War-
saw 1981;idem Problemy metodologiczne baflmterdyscyplinarnych nad ruchami migracyjnymi

i zbiorowagciami wytworzonymi przez te ruchivethodological problems of interdisciplinary
research on migration movements and communipiegluced by these movements) [i8tfgn

i potrzeby bada nad zbiorowsgciami polonijnymi(The state and needs of research on Polish
communities abroad), (eds.) H. Kubiak, A. Pilch,0étaw — Warsaw — Krakéw 1976.
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cally most ‘advanced'. It is no accident that within political sciendeete are
such sub disciplines as political history, politisaciology, sociology of politi-
cal relations, sociology of international relatiprsd sociology of ethnic re-
search. The political scientist who studies etluuiestions is assisted by the two
disciplines in his research into the history of theestigated processes, evolu-
tion and functioning of the society as a whole,katids of groups that make it
up, and social and political relations that regul#te relationships between
them. What he finds useful are the modern, alsar&raly research methods and
techniques employed by these disciplines. It is wiifficult to imagine the po-
litical scientist using research procedures with@fierence to e.g. historical or
behavioral methods, to surveys or interviews. Bynseof them he can study the
behaviors of particular individuals and groupsrreihie essence of their activity
in the context of the political role performed, Bza the development of politi-
cal institutions, including those representing atlgnoups.

THE ISSUES OF MIGRATION AND POLISH COMMUNITIES ABRED

What the political scientist finds especially irgsting in ethnic research are
two more specific problems, which inspire a spekiatl of methodology. One
of them is the issues concerning migration andpdicess, including the Polish
one, also referred to as Polonia, and the othethaguestions of national and
ethnic minorities.

The import of these issues is determined not owlyheir political character
but also by the scale alone of the problem. Namafythe beginning of the
twenty-first century, migrations covered, on a gloscale, 150 million people,
i.e. those who lived and worked outside their counf descent. They consti-
tuted ca. 3% of the world population, their numtmetay being twice as high as
it was in the mid-nineteen-sixties. Moreover, theréase rate of the number of
migrants is higher than the birth rate. For examatehe end of the twentieth
century the former was 2.6% and the latter 179%At the same time it is esti-
mated over 100 million people belong to almost 8tthic groups. In the case
of nine nations, more than 20% of their members tutside their country of
descent, i.e. in diaspora. For example, 80% ofiisl, 75% of Jews, 66% of
Armenians, 50% of Albanians, 35% of the Portugu88&p of Poles, 30% each

11 See for example: A. Comt#letoda pozytywna w szesnastu wyklad@@burs de la meth-
ode positivE Warsaw 1961; S. Nowalyetodologia bada spotecznyciiNew methodology of
social research), Warsaw 1985.

2 \Word Migration Report 2000Geneva 2000, p. 5. For more, see: D. Hoefdtures in Con-
tact. World Migrations in the Second MillenniuBurham 2002; K. Baddsuropa in Bewegung.
Migration vom spaeten 18. Jahrhundert bis zum Geget) Muenchen 2000.

13 Die Volksgruppen in Europa. Ein Handbytirsg. Ch. Pan, B.S. Pfeil, Wien — Braumueller
2000, p. 10.
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of Greeks, Hungarians, and ltalians, as well a% 2ch of Russians and
Ukrainians live outside their country of desc¢énfThe estimates also show that
in terms of numbers the Polish diaspora is thetlfolargest, following the Chi-
nese, Russian, and Italian emigration.

In the literature on the subject the diaspora indd as the spreading of
members of some group, most often ethnic or relegp among other dominant
groups. According to R. Cohen its distinctive feasuare the following: 1) forced
spreading with the accompanying tragedy of a naiioethnic group; 2) spreading
as a result of the expansion of a state or grough&ed memory of the abandoned
territory (the myth of fatherland); 4) idealizatiami one’s family home and
collective involvement in activities supporting tbeistence of the fatherland,
5) occurrence of return migration acceptable todiaspora members; 6) aware-
ness of one’s separate identity, history, or shéaézl 7) problems in the rela-
tions between a group and the society in the tepui settlement; 8) signifi-
cant contribution to the life of the country oftimnent™®,

The investigation of these problems can be camwigdusing numerous mi-
gration theorie. Those that focus on economic migrations utiliB®adiassic
conceptions, the theory of split market, new ecansrmaf migration, the concep-
tion of the global system. The processes of mignatian also be studied by
means of conceptions of chain migrations, migratietworks or the theory of
social capital’. Many research opportunities, also in politicdkesce, are pro-
vided by the phenomenon defined by Raymond Brewrinstitutional com-
pletenes¥. It applies to the manner of organizing their @hiife by immi-
grants, which consists in creating ‘their own woitdthe alien environmefit
In practice this means that within an ethnic comityuimmigrants can satisfy
almost all their needs. This is how practicallyta emerging roads of diaspora
immigration worked. They generated their own insiitnal completeness,
which, however, functioned in different ways. Faample, in the Polish com-
munities, strongly Catholic, organizations and stes associated with the par-
ish played a special role. In the German, Irisheeen Jewish communities,
however, it was the secular structures that weresttongest and most active.

14 Najwicksze diaspory nawiecie (World's largest diasporas), compiled by M. Piksla
http://www.wspolnota-polska.org.pl

15 R. CohenGlobal diasporasSeattle 1997, p. 2.

16 see: A. GornyWybrane zagadnienia podeja jakaiciowego w badaniach nad migracjami
(Selected problems of qualitative approach in nesemto migrations), Warsaw 1998.

1" For more, see: D. Praszatowicz, K.A. Makowski, AZeba, Mechanizmy zamorskich mi-
gracji tasicuchowych w XIX wieku: Polacy, Niemé&ydzi, Rusini. Zarys problemiechanisms
of overseas chain migrations in the‘hlébntury: Poles, Germans, Jews, Russians. Outlirileeof
problem), Krakéw 2004, p. 23 et sqqg.

18 |bidem s. 39.

19 A, WalaszekSwiaty imigrantéw. Tworzenie polonijnego Cleveland 18BEIB0(The worlds
of immigrants. The making of Polish Cleveland ...)akdw 1994.
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In the research into migrations, special signifazars attached to motivations
by which those who decide to leave their own cquate guided. Scholars di-
vide decisions of this type into the so-called ptesttors and pull factors. The
former are associated with the country of origirlevkhe latter with the country
of destinatiof’. This treatment of the problem, also from the tal-science
standpoint, allows us to organize the researchi@ntteatments in an orderly
fashion, especially in the context of reflectimmsthe causes of migrations, and
to broaden interpretations of the processes amdlyamong diverse motivations
for leaving one’s own country, political, religiguand economic motives are
traditionally distinguished. For example, the masgrations at the turn of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries were typicalneoac migrations. During
and after the world wars migrations were most oftentivated by political fac-
tors. In the aftermath of religious conflicts, oftstimulated by national/ethnic
factors, there were and there are instances ofusxofimillions of people in all
parts of the world.

The Polish scholars are especially interested énRblonia problems, i.e.
covering the Polish communities abroad, living adgsPoland. According to
H. Kubiak, ‘Polonia’ is the whole set of first- orext-generation individuals,
genetically associated with the Polish national wamity, who emigrated from
the Polish ethnic territory in Europe for differemtasons and at different times,
and then permanently settled in the territorie®ttier nations or statés The
category of ‘Polonia’ thus covers all those whayamelless of the country of
residence and knowledge of the (Polish) languegtajn the consciousness of
their Polish descent, manifest interest in Polisuce and show the understand-
ing of Polish national interest

The numerical strength of the Polish communitieoath is difficult to esti-
mate exactly. The prevailing view in the estimateveys is that the number of
Poles living outside Poland may oscillate even agod0 million people, al-
though the official statistics in the countriessettlement record this number as
approximately twelve million. The largest Polismuounities abroad are found
in the United States, where more than half of tbhésR diaspora live, and in
Germany, Brazil, Ukraine, France, and in Belarusgs estimated approximately
that the following number of Poles live in thesemoies: in the USA — 10.6 mil-

20 Emigracja z ziem polskich w czasach néwmych i najnowszych, XVIIl — XX {Emigration
from Polish territory in modern and contemporames...), (ed.) A. Pilch, Warsaw 1984, p. 14 et sqg.

21 H. Kubiak,O koncepgj badai polonijnych w krajuFor the conception of research into Pol-
ish communities abroad), ,PrzedlPolonijny”, 1975, fasc. 1, p. 17.

22 W. Kucharski, Z. Tomkowskiywokét podstawowych paj i definicji (Around the funda-
mental concepts and definitions) [ifeplacy wswiecie. Polonia jako zjawisko spoteczno-polityczne
(Poles in the world. The Poles living abroad as@acspolitical phenomenon), vol. 1, Lublin 1986,
p. 19 et sqqQ.
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lion, Germany — 2.0 m., Brazil — 1.5 m., Ukrain&.2 m., France — 1.0 m., and
in Belarus — 1.0 nf2,

The Polish diaspora is an extremely important efénaé Poland’s politics
both in bilateral and multilateral relations. Thede of this argument is perfectly
reinforced by all kinds of structures that integrahd represent the Polish com-
munities abroad. They are headed by the World RolGouncil, whose mem-
bers are the central organizations from almostalhtries where the Poles came
to settle, and worldwide Polonia associations. aits is to promote the Polish
and Polonia interests, establish good reputatioPalénd, the Poles, and the
Polish communities abroad, and to preserve themalticultural and historical
heritage. Another very important body is also thadd (formerly Council) of
Polish Communities in Europe, which embraces séwizen central and na-
tionwide Polish and Polonia organizations in almabst&European countries. Its
goal is to integrate and strengthen the positiothefEuropean Polonia move-
ment, and establish Poland’s rightful place in até¢hEurope. With regard to
Latin America, similar objectives are realized hg Union of Polonia Associa-
tions and Organizations in Latin America and sevhumdred of Polonia or-
ganizations and institutions operating in individeauntries.

Studies on the Polish diaspora have a long andchigtbry. They were begun
already before World Warf4 and then developed in the interwar years by nu-
merous Polish scholars, inter alia J6zef Chassr, Mieczystaw Szawles,
and Apoloniusz Zarychta During that period many institutions were setimup
Poland, whose purpose was to conduct scholarlystigagions of native emigra-
tion, emigrants, and national minorities. This gaas served inter alia by the
Institute for Research into Ethnic Affairs (estabkd in 1921), A. Mickiewicz
Society for Cultural Care over Poles Abroad (esshbd in 1922), or the Scien-
tific Institute for Research on Emigration and Gosation (established in 1926).

After the World War Il Poland’s policy in this araeas intensified in the
mid-nineteen-fifties. Some responsibilities werertttaken over by the ‘Polonia’
Association for Contacts with Polish Communitiesrddnd, established in 1950.

2 polonia w liczbach. Szacunek na rok 2@B8lish communities in figures. Estimates for 2003
Compiled by M. Pieslak., http://mww.nasza-gazetautMenu_Polonia/DIASPORA/DIASPORA. For
more, seePolska diaspordPolish diaspora), (ed.) A. Walaszek, Krakow 2001.

24 See for example: L. Caro, K. EnglisdBmigracja i polityka emigracyjngEmigration and
emigration policy), Poznal914.

% Inter alia: J. Chatasski, Wsréd robotnikéw polskich w Amery¢@mong Polish workers in
America), ,Wiedza iZycie” 1934, fasc. 8/9idem Parafia i szkota parafialna wod emigraciji
polskiej w Ameryce. Studium dzielnicy polskiej w gioiowym ChicagdThe parish and parish
school among the Polish immigration communitieAmerica. A study of the Polish district in
Chicago), ,Przeald Socjologiczny” 1935 o0s. 3—4.

% M. szawlewskiWychodstwo polskie w Stanach Zjednoczonych Ame#&lish immigra-
tion in the United States), Lvov — Warsaw — Krakt®24.

27 A, Zarychta,Emigracja polska 1918-1931 i jej znaczenie dlagpaa (Polish emigration
1918-1931 and its significance for the state), \Aar$933.
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For the purpose of intensification and integraidrstudies the Commission on
Polish Communities Abroad was set up in 1959 with Polish Academy of

Sciences [PAN] Committee on Research on Contempd@atture, which was

subsequently transformed in 1970 into the sepdPatl Committee on Re-

search into Problems of Polish Communities AbraaaM the PAN Committee

on Research into Polish Communities Abrdad)

A breakthrough in the research into the problenteted to Polish communi-
ties abroad took place in the nineteen-sixties sexkenties. It was then that
original and comprehensive conceptions of reseanthorganization were de-
veloped, inter alia by Remigiusz Bierzanek and étién Kubiak. The former
emphasized the interdisciplinary and multi-facetbdracter of these studigs
while H. Kubiak defined the main areas of reseamfthe Polonia. His ‘Uni-
form program of research tasks concerning rese@tchPolish communities
abroad’ comprises such problems as: determinarégmijration form the Polish
territory, history of individual Polish communitiebroad, associations and insti-
tutions set up by Polish communities abroad antsfamations of their func-
tions, participation in the socio-political life ¢fie country of settlement, the
educational and school systems of Polish communélroad, forms of ties of
Poles living abroad with their country of desceméservation of documents and
materials concerning Poland all over the world, gredpolicy of the countries of
settlement towards immigrafitsin his sui generis ‘manifesto’ of 1975, H. Kubiak
stressed that ,the program of research tasks isttlties on Polish communities
abroad has and needs to have an interdisciplirffzayacter. This is determined
by the character of the object of cognition, midtteted by nature and going
beyond the scope of any of the existent socialpafitical sciences.” According
to Kubiak, the interdisciplinary character

does not consist in the simple procedure of addimghe results of studies conducted independ-
ently of one another, as part of diverse reseasnids, different cognitive horizons, etc. It mani-
fests itself, however, in jointly defined strategitd intermediate goals, in the agreement on theo-
retical and methodological foundations as wellhesdonceptual network of categories of descrip-
tion and explanation, and the synchronization efttthe and object of reseafth

It was during that decade that universities in GvgcPozné and in Lublin
established research and teaching departmentshwgpiecialized in the prob-

2 1. Kubiak,O koncepaj badai polonijnych w krajuFor the conception of domestic research
into Polish communities abroad) ,,PrzgyPolonijny”, 1975, fasc. 1, p. 17.

2 R. BierzanekStan i potrzeby badanaukowych nad problematylpolonijrg (The state and
needs of scholarly research into the problems disf?@ommunities abroad), ,Problemy Polonii
Zagranicznej” 1968, vol. V, pp. 7-28.

30 H. Kubiak,op. cit.,p. 23 et sqq.

3 Ibidemp. 15.
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lems of the Polish communities abrdadThe research that they started was
included in the then launched, centrally controligdgrams, first of all as part
of the Central Program of Basic Research. Polisc@ntists took active part in
it, focusing their attention on several fundameigalies: emigration waves and
their causes, the status of Polish communitiesagbhnoational activities of indi-
vidual communities with special emphasis on pditectivities, on participation
of these Poles in the social life of the countrgettlement, and policies towards
the Polonia pursued by both the Polish governmedtthe countries of settle-
ment. The domain of political scientists embrades $tudies on the national-
political activity and status of particular Poligshpulation centers abroad, waves
of Polish emigration, including political emigratiogesulting from the conse-
guences of World War I, political crises in posé#wPoland, and caused by mar-
tial law. The analyses of organizational structupeecesses of creation of Polo-
nia elites and forms of integration of Poles abreaate also of considerable
importance.

The problems pertaining to Polish communities afbraxe still an attractive
‘field of research’. The majority of issues contdnn the canon of research into
Polish communities abroad, formulated as eariy dlse nineteen-seventies, are
still not fully explored, waiting for the interestepolitical scientist. The most
interesting of those are concentrated in such a®dise Polish diaspora in global-
ization processes and in the politics of the Padishernment, multicultural policy,
subjects of ethnic politics, the Polonia elites iibies, organizational integration
of Polish communities abroad, and problems of tilesHiving in the East.

THE ISSUES OF NATIONAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES

The character of the problems concerning nationabrities makes them
particularly closely related to political sciencéor a long time these issues have
also been an important part of investigations cotetuias part of this discipline.
Already in the discussions and controversies ardiedbasic categories and
concepts in this field, the prevailing approach fgolitical science interpretation.
Such is the character of the definition of natioméority, according to which it

32 In Cracow the Polonia Teaching and Research Centiseiaup at Jagiellonian University
(now operating as Institute for Studies on PoligtmBunities Abroad and Ethnic Studies). The
Catholic University of Lublin established the Ingté of Polish Migration (now Institute for Re-
search into Polish Communities Abroad and Minidty Polish People from Abroad), while
Maria Curie-Sktodowska University in Lublin set upet Cultural and Educational Center for
Polish People from Abroad and the separate SeftidResearch into Polish Communities Abroad
at the Intercollegiate Institute of Political Suie (they now operate separately as the UMCS
Polish Language and Culture Center for Polish Peiophe Abroad and Foreigners and the UMCS
Faculty of Political Science’s Department of EthRiesearch). In Pozhahe PAN (Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences) Department of Research into P@mmmunities Abroad was established (the
PAN Department of Ethnic Research).
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is a group of citizens of a state, which is in mityoin relation to the remaining
part of its population and does not occupy a doniqesition; it is character-
ized by ethnic, linguistic or religious traits, jdintly strives to preserve their
separate cultural identity and has aspirationgpnéged in terms of the stdte
A similar interpretation applies to the differenibetween national and ethnic
minority, which relates to the character of thestifical aspirations, sometimes
to the demographic and organizational strength, tantthe historical status of
minority population centers. In political sciendee testablished assumption is
that national minorities are groups that have thain mother country or only a
developed program of struggle for it, whereas ethminorities do not voice
such postulaté$

Historical, sociological, and political science egrhes also compete in the
research into the minority problems. The prevalesfcthe political science ap-
proach is determined at present first of all by ploétical character of this area
of research. For it embraces, at the same time, @saracteristic paradigm of
studies on minorities, such problems as: the orafirminority communities,
their numerical strength and location, the stat@atfonal consciousness, their
social structure, legal status, the structure ganizational life, trends in politi-
cal life, economic activities, educational and slgystems, the press and pub-
lishers, religious life, attitude towards the caoynif settlement, and their posi-
tion in the politics of the country of settlementeaof descenit. This characteris-
tic canon of investigating individual minoritiesexkloped in political science,
has been widely realized in scientific researchniany year¥.

The political character of minority issues is fioftall determined by the fact
that they are a crucial element of internal andrimational politics, the subject
and object of political activity, often assisted lbgal solutions that specify the
rights and duties of ethnic group members. Of fumelatal importance here are
the strivings of countries of descent and countoksettlement, of which the
former strive to strengthen the communities of rtlieilow countrymen in an-
other state in order to enhance its bargainingtiposin relations with it, while
the latter strive to neutralize this factor. Thipe of attitude and characteristic
competition occurs primarily in the countries ndighing one another, which
have the other’s population inside their bordfetdence, there have always been
and are widespread attempts to externally influgheestate of national con-

33 H. Chatupczak, T. Browarekiniejszaci narodowe w Polsce 1918-19@Sational minori-
ties in Poland ...), Lublin 2000, p. 14.

34 |bidem p. 15
35 See: A. Kloskowskagultury narodowe u korzefiNational cultures at their roots), Warsaw 1996.

% See: A. SmithNational Identity London 1991 Konflikty etniczneZrédta — typy, sposoby
rozstrzygania Ethnic conflicts. Sources — types, ways of setflet)) (eds) |I. Kabaska-Stawarz,
S. Synkiewicz, Warsaw 1996.

37 For more, see: Z. Kurciniejsza¢ polska na Wilgszczynie. Studium socjologiczr@he
Polish minority in the Vilna region. A sociologicstudy), Wroctaw 2005, p. 23 et sqq.
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sciousness of individual minorities, the conditionfstheir organization, and
national and political activities. It sometimes paps that as a result of such
actions by the country of descent some minorityugsoare assigned the instru-
mental role of a factor detrimental to the courtdfysettlement. Most often,
however, which must be emphasized, ethnic groups @pecial bridge between
neighboring countries, thereby facilitating th@pprochement and cooperation.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The ethnic subject matter, which is without doubtao interdisciplinary
character, perfectly fits in the cognitive sphefr@alitical science. There is also
no doubt that research into this field is in thegea of interests of other disci-
plines such as sociology, history, ethnology, psiayy, to name but those that
naturally, as it were, ‘border’ this set of issuls.yet, because of the interdisci-
plinary character of this subject matter, theredg and probably cannot be, one
common and coherent theory of ethnic relations, raséarch into this field is
conducted most often within individual disciplindsasing on paradigms and
methods characteristic of each one. On accourts afterdisciplinary character,
political science seems to cope best with thisesttbjpatter.

Despite methodological and problem-related divecgenit seems advisable
or even necessary to look for common or similaagms and levels of re-
search within the scopes of different disciplifieat the same time, the point of
reference of the theory and methodology of reseirthe scholarly territory in
qguestion must be the theory and methodology ofaletthnic research. Espe-
cially the research into Polish communities abrdadised on the Polish ethnic
group outside Poland, must be ‘open’ to studieother ethnic groups in the
countries where the Polish communities settled.h@it comparative studies,
without searching for features and phenomena shaitbdother ethnic groups,
such studies will not be reliable and complete.elaesh undertakings of this
kind, with the necessary participation of politiclientists, can provide addi-
tional knowledge on the regularities governing fib&l of ethnic issues, and on
the problems awaiting investigation or less thorldygxplored. This also the
path to combining the results of research on diffeistages and phases of the
processes under investigation, to attaining the peoability of results of re-
search with a similar theoretical and methodolddie&kground, to subject sys-
tematization, and to the methodological orderingtbhic research.

%8 For more, see: G. Batsiki, op. cit.,p. 19 et sqq.
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PROBLEMATYKA ETNICZNA JAKO PODMIOT | PRZEDMIOT
BADAN POLITOLOGICZNYCH

Streszczenie Artykut jest refleksy na temat tegsamdci, specyfiki i kondycji wspoétczesnej polito-
logii jako dyscypliny naukowej. Autor za punkt Wgia swoich rozwzan przyjmuje wyzwania,
przed jakimi ona stoi, m&j na uwadze przede wszystkim procesy globalizextggracji europej-
skiej oraz powstanie i funkcjonowanie takiatowej, jak i europejskiej przestrzeni badawazejz
edukacyjnej. Stawia tezze we wspétczesnej politologii istatn coraz wiksz role odgrywajp
badania etniczne. Rozwa on etniczng& w dwu podstawowych aspektach: jako podmiot oraz
przedmiot polityki. Udowadniaze oba g niezwykle atrakcyjne poznawczo, a ich ranga stale
wzrasta. Jego zdaniem badania etniczne miesgigzwe wszystkich podstawowych dziatach
politologii, znakomicie rozszerzgjej paradygmaty, strategie i metody badawcze. gzemplifi-
kacje postuzyty mu takie kategorie z zakresu badsnicznych, jak problematyka diaspory, mniej-
szaci narodowych oraz Polonii.

Stowa kluczowe:badania etniczne, etniczito diaspora, mniejszoi narodowe, Polonia



