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Abstract. Urban revitalization is at present a very actusliésconnected with the improvement of
the environment and the problem of sustainableldpugent. It relates directly to local inhabitants
and it is useful to utilise the possibility of gaipation in submitting proposals and their apptava
The participation of citizens influences needsueal the way of life and its quality. On the other
hand, it is exposed to the pressure of consumptmiety, advertisement, economic powers and
legal order.
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INTRODUCTION

Urban revitalization is nowadays very importantthe Czech Republic the
improvement of the environment on the basis ofdbletion of the problem of
sustainable development is being discussed abdv&Val built on habits and
cultural traditions and at the same time we foaus@mparison with the coun-
tries of EU.

Urban revitalization is an issue both for town-plars and architects and
economists and sociologists. Each of experts tmewn angle. The sociologists
are intersted above all in the social impact ofitedization on the public, the
increase of employment and the improvement of tradity of life, influence on
inhabitants and the cultural renewal of the enviment. This is based upon the
knowledge of urban changes, the development ofrudpal rural societies and
their development. An important basic aspect ctssis the characteristics of
changes in the contemporary society and its satiatture, especially the de-
crease of the numbers of people working in indushg increase of members of
the middle class and the continuous increase opithgerty of the limited num-
ber of members of the richest class. The charatteyiof individual classes
relate to their housing needs, depending both em #tatus and age. An impor-
tant role is played by the knowledge of needs agtthbiour of the above clas-
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ses, their perception of space, communicationseniaéd and colours that con-
tribute to the better feeling of man in a space.

In the course of revitalization it is importantteke account of the long-term
existence of constructions in regard to both hisabretrospective and the future.
The continuity of the utilisation of urban spacevésy important for the changes
relating to constructions, reconstructions anching use of brownfields.

Urban revitalization is in progress both in towmilages and cities. Public
participation relates to all age groups. A very amgnt role is played by upbrin-
ging and education aimed at participation at s&)da@. in early youth, as well
as the participation of the inhabitants in postkimy age.

MATERIALS AND METHODS — THE PARTICIPATION

The term of ,participation® is at present applieddzech and other languages
to several similar but not identical fields of humectivity. It is always connec-
ted with democratic, participation-orientated anelcehtralised organisation
structures. We can meet them above all in the fidldhusiness management
where they take form of participation in the mamaget of a working group
with different degrees of responsibility. Partidipa in a group reflects an
extend to which co-operators participate in deaisiaking on the goals and
activities of a working group.

If we speak about participation, we always takeoaot of a fact that the par-
ticipation of people in any process increases thaéarest in an implemented
project, on the assumption that they are readyotoperate and dispose of ne-
cessary information, abilities, skills (social caetgncies) and expertise for the
solution of respective problems. Participation @ases quality, improves deci-
sion-making and aids in the identification of meitizens (employees workers)
with their business, locality and community, as lwad initiates efforts to
achieve better results. Participation is very ingoar for satisfying the social
needs of people, especially those of communicatespect etc.

Nowadays the solution of the problem of needs mads#ns on the hierarchic
system elaborated by American psychologist A.H. Iblasvho defines a need
as a precondition for keeping physical and mergalth. Mental needs represent
the last (i.e. psychologically non-analisable) goafl human behaviour. That is
why needs explain the behaviour of man. They aassiied in a hierarchy ac-
cording to their urgency with which they are fe#t imner impulses to action.
Maslow’'s hierarchic classification of needs frome thwest, ,basic” to the hi-
ghest ones is a s follows:

A. Basic need:

a) physiological needs (hunger, thirst, sex),

b) needs of security (those in situations that edhs loss of security, in situ-
ations of danger or economic breakdown);
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B. Psychological needs:

a) needs of appurtenance and love (need to be Envé@ccepted by the oth-
ers and to pertain to somebody),

b) needs of respect (needs of performance, competesspect, trust and ap-

proval);
C. Needs of self-actualisation (needs to apply anelbilities (i.e. one’s
»,mental potential“ — ,to be who one is able to be‘and needs of individual

development including cognitive and aesthetic onrese. needs to discover,
create and classify).

The higher needs do not become driving motivesrketioe lower ones are
not satisified [Nakongny 1995].

In the process of participation a man works in@grand takes on initiative,
responsibility and idea that impels to activity. kleows the goal and final result
of his activity and the others support him and atigntion to him.

In democratic societies an important role is plaggdhe participation of in-
habitants in various activities at the level of teenmunity and the state. In my
opionion such a participation is important for bp#rties — inhabitants and insti-
tutions on one hand and communities and the staéevehole on the other. Wi-
thout participation and its support interest in lpubffairs decreases and on the
contrary individualism increases evidently. The teamporary development of
the society and its structure is accompanied vaithdr and larger space segrega-
tion of the inhabitants of a community. The higtreher classes seclude them-
selves in their own space of life and work, anemfffor the reason of security
and crime-rate) in closed and controlled areas. dpgposite pole of the social
structure is represented by the poorest peoplimgliin slums and devastated
housing quarters. Because of their living condgi@nd crime-rate they also
represent a closed society.

Which classes can be engaged in participationdrsttution of comunal and
public problems and the process of urban revitaéin® A part of the lower
class and the whole middle one. It can be preswabtigat the higher classes are
not interested in it. Even further to the procekglobalisation they lose their
appurtenance to the environment in which they tigeause they are both mova-
ble and potentially isolated.

In democratic societies the biggest part in paéiton process falls to pro-
fessional organisations that create atmosphergerabnditions for the partici-
pation of citizens. Since the fall of authoritatiregimes the interest of citizens
in it has decreased transitorily (according to raimg the development in
Czech Republic this process has been lasting 1Es)yea is likely that it is
a new generation that will gradually return to ymal* interest in public affairs.
Nevertheless, both communities and citizens stalvdk for an opportunity to
participate in them just now. Interest is the sest practical connecting link for
individuals, groups and the society as a wholeouncase it is connected with
satisfying the needs of individuals and a partahmunity. It is not still possi-
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ble to speak about the whole society, in spiteheffact that civil initiatives can
influence in the long run the improvement of theimment in the large part of
the state. From this point of view we can speclgain on its universal impact.

RESULTS — THE REVITALIZATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

The revitalization of the environment is nowadayseaessary process for its
keeping sustainable or — in the best case — fampsovement. This process is
connected directly with the actual problem of swustble development
(UNESCO declared the decade of sustainable developfor the period betwe-
en 2005 and 2014).

The term of ,sustainable development” refers tohsae economic, socially
and technologically feasible development during cwhevery contemporary
generation satisfies its needs in such a way thes$ dot limit the possibilities of
next generations to satisfy their ones [Act onAlssessment of Impacts on the
Environment]. I. Rynda extends this definition abdws: ,(Permanently) susta-
inable development is a complex of strategies ¢hable by means of economic
instruments and technologies to satisfy human nahtesultural and spiritual
needs, respecting enviromental limits. If it i@ possible in the contemporary
global world, it is necessary to re-define socidipmal institutions and pro-
cessions at local, regional and global levelfRynda 2003].

Sustainable development means above all the batd#rtbeee basic fields of
our life — economic, social and environmental (egalal). Urban revitalization
results in the social, economic and ecological owpment of the environment.
That is why it is — in my opinion — connected dihgavith its sustainability.

Urban revitalization impacts directly on inhabintherefore it is more and
more necessary to engage the public in the pradfesgsbmitting proposals, de-
cision-making and approvement. The participatiothefpublic relates to all age
groups. A very important role is played by upbrimggiand education aimed at
participation at schooals, i.e. in early youth, adlvas the participation of inhabi-
tants in post-working age. The engagement andigcaf the public is connec-
ted with the values, way and quality of life. O thther hand, it is exposed to
the pressure of consumption society, advertisengzatnomic powers and legal
order.

Revitalization can be divided according to its iripan inhabitants into fol-
lowing items:

1. minor, lowly capital-intensive improvements — difications, repairs,
complements (benches, paints, materials etc.);

2. major improvements — completions, reconstrusteta.);

3. brownfields — the revitalization of used premigactories, plants etc.);

4. the revitalization of housing quarters (new jabg better quality of hou-
sing, social services for inhabitants etc.).



URBAN REVITALIZATION AND POSSIBILITIES OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 99

Phot. 1, 2. Paardubice, Czech Republic, recongtruof the centre, foto author
Fot. 1, 2. Paardubice, Czechy, rekonstrukaja@mieicia, fot. autorka

Phot. 3, 4. Town Lazne Bohdanec, Czech Republttatization of centre of town, foto author
Fot. 3, 4. Lazne Bohdanec, Czechy, rewitalizacjaroen miasta, fot. autorka

Phot 5. Town Lazne Bohdanec, Czech Republic, deation of building houses, foto author
Fot 5. Lazne Bohdanec, Czechy, rewitalizacja budyninieszkalnych, fot. autorka
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DISCUSSION — IN WHICH AREAS THE REVITALIZATION
OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITH THE PARTICIPATION
OF INHABITANTS IS POSSIBLE?

The most frequent and also the easiest form ofggaation is that of inhabi-
tants in the minor improvements of the environmientheir nearest surroun-
dings, such as modifications, repairs or complemé@mtnches, paints, materials
etc.) which are lowly capital-intensive for a commity. There are many oppor-
tunities to engage citizens and enlist their h&élpmany cases the activity of
citizens is initiated and supported by the repregaes of community councils.
They meet with citizens, discuss possible changésthem and engage them in
relief works. If there are good relations withic@nmmunity, the spheres of inte-
rest can be discussed in common. Now also thepapdl being engaged — they
usually draw the environment in which they live aamtl their ideas about its
improvement. Some communities take advantage ofnikiative of some citi-
zens in post-working age who know their environmeell and are interested in
its improvement.

If essential initiative is manifested by the mensbef professional organisa-
tions or foundations (in the Czech Republic forregke Foundation Partnership
is full of initiative), the process of participatican start — for example — by the
exhibition of the photographs of the environmergrsby open-minded visitors
and observers and go on by discussion with citizensase of more complex
projects also a civil engineer, architect or urbaare engaged.

In case of more essential interventions in an uspate (completions, recon-
structions etc.) it is important to open discussionl assign importance to the
opinion of citizens.

In larger towns the revitalization of housing geastwhere about 30% of the
inhabitants of the republic live is now very imgort. These housing quarters —
like those in other countries — originated in tf50s—980s. In addition to the
improvement of the appearance of buildings alscojgfiortunities, social condi-
tions and the prevention of pathological phenomespecially the crime-rate of
the youth, are very improtant in the process ofréwitalization of housing quar-
ters. The increase of unemployment causes in sooaditles the devastation of
workers “quarters and impacts negatively on the begsof the young genera-
tion — they feel depression and indifference tagaland do not mind the deva-
station of the environment.

At the same time some housing quarters built in22600 are becoming
,housing quarters of the poor* marked by the chirdstics of those of classes
with a very low social status. This phenomenon rdouates to deepening social
and economic differences as well.

Of course, there are also many problems concethimgitilisation of possi-
bilities of the participation of citizens in urbagvitalization. The Czech Repub-
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lic proceeds now to the education of the epgsds of state administration in
the

Phot. 6. Czech Republic, Prague, Budejovicka squmitative of Foundation Partnership with panpiation of
inhabitans, before revitalization. 2003 Foto Sedlak

Fot. 6. Czechy, Praga, plac Budejovicka, inicjatyuadacji Partnerstwo z udziatlem miesm@w,
przed rewitalizagj. 2003 Foto Sedlak

Phot. 7. Czech Republic, Prague, Budejovicka squmitative of Foundation Partnership with paniation of
inhabitans, after revitalization. 2004 Foto Sedlak

Fot. 7. Czechy, Praga, plac Budejovicka, inicjatyuadacji Partnerstwo z udziatlem miesm@w,
po rewitalizacji. 2004 Foto Sedlak
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field of communication with the public. The issudsevitalization, sustainable

development, environment laws and subsequent egeints are being dis-

cussed. Nevertheless, the systematic educatiorodens and elected represen-
tatives is still absent. The possibilities of thatzipation of the public are not

known and respective laws are not still preparegegially in large towns parti-

cipation meets with the lack of interest and itrisre complicated than in small

communities.

CONCLUSIONS

The participation of the public or the citizens laggositive impact on the life
of a community. The most important contribution sists in the stimulation of
the interest and activity of citizens. The upbmygbf the part of the population
changes thought, approaches to the environmenthanday and quality of life
for the benefit of the sustainability of the sogidRarticipation reflects positively
in the opinion of people of the quality of life amfluences the values among
which individualism, lack of interest in public afffs, passivity, intolerance and
indifference to development in the future prevaithie period of the transforma-
tion of the Czech society.

Urban revitalitalisation should not be implemen&tgresent without the par-
ticipation of local inhabitants. Although it is npbssible to envisage the partici-
pation of the majority of citizens whether in smatllarger communities, it is
necessary for development in the future. It isecpndition for the development
of a democratic society that is not capable to tioncwell without the activity
of citizens. In revitalization a lot of positive pests are interconnected. They
contribute to the improvement of the environmerd tre quality of life, as well
as its ecological aspects that can facilitate mudammunication among people
and increase employment and enterprise in a spaeemed. In addition, it can
increase its attractiveness and attendance rate.
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REWITALIZACJA MIAST | MOZLIWOSCI PARTYCYPACJI SPOLECZNEJ

Streszczenie. Rewitalizacja miast jest obecnie bardzo aktualnyngadaieniem zwizanym
z poprawy jakosci srodowiska i problemem zréwnowanego rozwoju. Bezpgoednio wiaze sk

z lokalm spotecznécia i jest przydatna w wykorzystaniu rliwosci udziatu spotecznego w zgta-
szaniu wnioskéw i ich zatwierdzaniu. Udziatl spotgczobywateli ma wplyw na potrzeby,
wartaici, stylzycia i jego jakéc¢. Z drugiej strony jest natany na naciski ze strony spoteageva
konsumpcyjnego, reklamy, podmiotéw gospodarczyktgve prawnych.

Stowa kluczowe:rewitalizacja miast, udziat spoteczny mieszé@w, zrownowaony rozwoj
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